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Process of Healing Fractured Bones
The introduction of metal has a very definite detrimental ?ffect on the local production of bone (Figs. 14, 15 and 16 ).
.n ^e first radiogram (Fig. 14 Summary.
It would appear that, in the early stages of the repair of a fracture, the process is largely independent of the contents of the circulating blood.
In the haematoma surrounding the fracture, the fluid becomes acid and then alkaline. The acidity of the haematoma leads to an absorption of salts from the bone, and the hypercalcaemic fluid acts upon the elementary mesoblastic cells, which arise from the tissue at the periphery of the haematoma.
The presence of metal, with the possible exception of stainless steel, retards these processes.
Phosphatase does not appear to play much part in the early stages of bone repair.
The clinical application would seem to be: first establish the haematoma in the most advantageous position by early correct anatomical replacement of the fragments, and then, by every 
